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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /011W 

097418 

O 191138Z JUN75 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3750 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 2305 

FOR NEA JONES FROM MCCORMICK 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AFSP, SY 

SUBJ: STORAGE SPACE APARTMENT 
REF: A. DAMASCUS 2244; B. STATE 3668 

1. LANDLORD OF STORAGE SPACE APARTMENT IS AGREEABLE TO AMEND 
LEASE TO PROVIDE FOR OCCUPANCY JUNE 28, 1975. 

2. IN RETURN FOR AGREEING TO AMEND LEASE, LANDLORD HAS ASKED 
IF RENT COULD BE INCREASED FROM SYRIAN POUNDS 10,000 PER 
ANNUM (DOLLARS 2,740) TO SYRIAN POUNDS 12,500 (DOLLARS 3,425). 

THE BASIS FOR HIS REQUEST IS FACT THAT RENTS IN THE AREA HAVE 
RISEN APPRECIABLY SINCE SIGNING OF LEASE IN MARCH 1975. 

FYI EMBASSY FEELS THAT EVEN AT SYRIAN POUNDS 12,500 PER 
ANNUM, WE ARE GETTING GOOD VALUE FOR OUR MONEY CONSIDERING 
PRESENT RENT COSTS IN DAMASCUS AND FACT THAT APARTMENT IS 
CONTIGUOUS TO CONSULAR SECTION AND IN IMMEDIATE PROXIMITY 
TO CHANCERY. 

3. PRESENT LEASE CALLS FOR TWO YEARS RENT IN ADVANCE. IF 
SUFFICIENT FY 75 FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE, IT MIGHT BE WISE TO PAY 
AS MUCH AS FIVE YEARS RENT IN ADVANCE SINCE BY DOING SO WE 
WILL NOT HAVE TO ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS AS TO THE FAIR RENT 
VALUE OF THIS APARTMENT FOR AT LEAST FIVE YEARS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT EMBASSY BE AUTHORIZED TO INCREASE 
RENT OF THIS APARTMENT TO SYRIAN POUNDS 12,500 PER ANNUM IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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RECOGNITION OF LANDLORD'S COOPERATION IN AMENDING LEASE AND 
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THAT CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO INCREASING ADVANCE PAYMENT 
BEYOND TWO YEARS NOW REQUIRED BY PRESENT LEASE. 

5. ADVISE ASAP. 

PELLETREAU 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 
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